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Parts of an Essay 

Parts of an Essay 

Introduction 

Essays are not random paragraphs put together one after the other. On the contrary, in order 
to be considered as essay, your writing must have a structure. The first part of every piece of 
writing is called the ‘introduction’. As the word suggests, this paragraph should ‘introduce’ the 
reader to what your essay is about. In order to do this successfully, your introduction must 
contain certain elements. 

The most important part of your introduction is the thesis statement. The thesis statement is a 
sentence that clearly explains the point of your paper. Thus, if you are writing a paper about the 
benefits of recycling, your thesis statement should clearly communicate this point. 

Ex. In this paper, I examine the positive impact of recycling on energy consumption.  

However, just having a thesis statement in your introduction is not enough.  It must also include 
the importance of the subject and why did you choose to write about it, any difficulties you 
might have faced during your research, the method of your research; experimental, descriptive, 
or statistics, and lastly the scope of the research (time and area of investigation). 

Writing tip: Do not write your introduction until you are revising your first draft. That way, you 
will have a better idea of what the paper actually says, instead of what you think it will say. 

Keep in mind that the introduction is the first part of your essay a person reads. Therefore, try 
to make it interesting in order to grab the reader’s attention! 

 

Conclusion 

Conclusions: How to end an essay 

Like everything in life, all essays must come to an end. The ending paragraph of an essay is 
called the ‘conclusion’: It is the paragraph wherein you wrap up your essay. Like the 
introduction, the conclusion must contain certain elements in order for it to accomplish this 
purpose.  

 The main point of the conclusion is to recap on the main points of your essay. A conclusion 
should NEVER INCLUDE NEW INFORMATION!!! If, while writing your conclusion, you realize 
you are talking about something you have not mentioned in the body of your paper, make sure 
you go back and include it in the body. If you can’t, then remove it from your 
conclusion. Remember, a conclusion should summarize the main points of your essay and 
should never introduce new information.  

In addition to refreshing the readers memory as to what it is they have just read, a conclusion 
might also do one of two things. First, it might offer your opinion (if you haven’t already given 
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your opinion in the body of your essay). Second, it might also suggest the long-term impact(s) 
of what you are writing about. Unlike the introduction, there is more flexibility in the conclusion 
and you can write what you feel is best. Always keep in mind the following: The conclusion is 
the last part of your essay that the audience reads and also the most memorable, therefore try 
to always end on a strong note! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


