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Documentation: Preparing the List of Works Cited 

Citing books and other non periodical publications 

 

(According to MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th ed.)  

 
A book by a single author 
Author's name (Reversed adding a comma after the last name). Title of the book (If the book 
has a subtitle, put a colon directly after the main title, all italicized). Place of publication (If 
several cities are mentioned, give only the first): Publisher, Date of publication. Print. (Always 
include the medium of publication; print, web, MP3 file, etc.) 
 

Example: 
 Fykuyama, Francis. Our Posthuman Future: Consequences of the Biotechnology 

Revolution. New   York: Farrar, 2002. Print. 
  
 
An anthology or a compilation 
To cite an anthology or a compilation (e.g., a bibliography) that was edited or compiled by 
someone whose name appears on the title page, begin your entry with the name of the 
compiler of editor, followed by a comma and the abbreviation ed. Or comp. 
  

Example: 
 Lopate, Phillip, ed. The art of the Personal Essay: An Anthology from the Classical Era to 

the Present. New York: Anchor-Doubleday, 1994. Print. 
 
 Spafford, Peter, comp. and ed. Interference: the Story of Czechoslovakia in the Words of 

Its Witers. Flagstaff: Northland, 1986. Print. 
  
 
 
Two or more books by the same author 
To cite two or more books by the same author, give the name in the first entry only. In the 
second book, in place of the author, type three hyphens stand for the same name. 
  

Example: 

 Boff, Marie. Language and the Past: Verbal Artistry in Frost, Stevens, and 
Moore. Chicago: U of Chicago P, 1070. Print. 

 ---, trans. Sir Gawain and the Green Knight. New York: Norton, 1967. Print. 
 ---, ed. Wallace Stevens: A Collection of Critical Essays. Englewood Cliffs: Prentice, 1963. 

Print. 
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A book by two or more authors 
Give their names in the same order as on the title page-not necessarily in alphabetical order. 
Reverse only the first author, add a coma, and give the other name or names in normal form. 
  

Example: 

 Eggins, Suzanne, and Diana Slade. Analyzing Casual Conversation. London: Cassell, 1977. 
Print. 

 Marquart, James W., Sheldon Ekland Olson, and Jonathan R. Sorensen. The Rope, the 
Chair, and the Needle: Capital Punishment in Texas, 1923-1990. Austin: U of Texas P, 
1994. Print. 

 Rabkin, Eric S., Martin H. Greenberg, and Joseph D. Olander, eds. No Place Else: 
Explorations in Utopian and Dystopian Fiction. Carbondale: Southern Illionois UP, 
1983. Print. 

  
If there are more than three authors, you may name only the first and add et al. (and others), 
though you may give all names in full in the order in which they appear on the title page. 
  

Example: 
 Gilman, Sander, et al. Hysteria beyond Freud. Berkeley: U of California P, 1993. Print. 

  
 
 
A book by a corporate author 
A corporate author may be a commission, an association, a committee, or any other group 
whose individual members are not identified on the title page. Omit any initial article (A, An, 
The) in the name of the corporate author. Cite the book by the corporate author, even if the 
corporate author is the publisher. 
  

Example: 
 American Medical Association. The American Medical Association Encylopedia of 

Medicine. Ed. Charles B. Clayman. New York: Random, 1989. Print. 
 Public Agenda Foundation. The Health Care Crisis: Containing Costs, Expanding 

Coverage. New York: McGraw, 1992. Print. 
  
 
 
A work in an anthology 
If you are citing an essay, short story, a poem, or another work that appears within an 
anthology or some other book collection, you need to add the following information to the 
basic book entry. 
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Author, title, and (if relevant) translator of the part of the book being cited. 

 Begin the entry with the author and title of the piece, enclosing the title in quotation 
marks. 

 Give the translator's name next, preceded by the abbreviation Trans. 
 State the title of the anthology underlined. 
 If the anthology has a compiler, or editor, or translator, then write the name after the 

book title. 
 Give the inclusive page numbers of the piece you are citing. Be sure to provide the page 

numbers for the whole entire piece and not just for the material you used. 

Example: 
 Franco, Veronica. "Toad's Mouth." Trans. Margaret Sayers Peden. A Hammock beneath 

the Mangoes: Stories from Latin America. Ed. Thomas Colchie. New York: Plume, 
1992. 83-88. Print. 

 Hanzlik, Josef. "Vengeance." Trsans. EwaldOsers. Interference: The Story 
of Czechoslovakia in the Words of Its Writers. Comp. and ed. Peter 
Spafford. Cheltenham: New Clarion, 1992. 54. Print. 

  
 
 
An article in a reference book 

 Treat an encyclopedia article or a dictionary entry as you would a piece of collection. 
 Do not cite the editor of the reference work. 
 When citing familiar reference books that frequently appear in new editions, do not give 

full publication information, just list the edition (if stated) and the year of the 
publication. 

 If you are citing a less familiar reference books, give full publication information. 

Example: 
 "Mandarin." The Encylopedia Americana. 1994 ed. Print. 
 Mohanty, Jitendra M. "Indian Philosophy." The New Encyclopaedia Britannica: 

Macropaedia.  15th ed. 1987. Print. 
 "Noon." The Oxford English Dictionary. 2nd ed. 1989. Print. 
 Allen, Anita L. "Privacy in Health Care." Encyclopedia of Bioethics. Ed. Warren T. Reich. 

Rev. ed. 5 vols. New York: Macmillan-Simon, 1995. Print. 
  
 

An introduction, a preface, a foreword, or an afterword 

 Begin with the name of the author of the introduction, a preface, a foreword, or an 
afterword. 

 Give the name of the part being cited, capitalized but neither underlined nor enclosed in 
quotation marks. 
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 Cite the name of the writer (if he is different from the author of the book) after its title, 
giving the full name, in normal order but preceded by the word By. 

 If the writer of the piece is also the author of the work, use only the last name after By. 
 Continue with full publication information and, finally, the inclusive page numbers. 
 If the introduction, preface, foreword, or afterword has a title, give the title, enclosed in 

quotation marks, immediately before the name of the part. 

  
Example: 

 Drabble, Margaret. Introduction. Middlemarch. By George Eliot. New York: Bantam, 
1985. vii-xvi. Print. 

 Borges, Jorge Luis. Foreword. Selected Poems, 1923-1067. By Borges. Ed. Norman 
Thomas Di Giovanni. New York: Delta-Dell, 1973. xv-xvi. Print. 

 Sears, Barry. Afterword. The Jungle. By Upton Sinclair. New York: Signet, 2001. 343-47. 
Print. 

 Brodsky, Joseph. "Poetry as a Form of Resistance to Reality." Foreword. Winter 
Dialogue. By  Tomas Venclova. Evanston: Hydra-Northwestern UP, 1997. v11-xviii. 
Print. 

  
 

A book published in a second edition or a subsequent edition 

The number (2nd, 3rd, 5th,…etc.) of edition or the name of the edition (Rev. ed. For "Revised 
Edition") is written before the publication information. 
  

Example: 
 Bondanella, Peter. Italian Cinema: From Neorealism to the Present. 3rd ed. New York: 

Continuum, 2001. Print. 
 Chaucer, Geoffrey. The Works of Geoffrey Chaucer. Ed. F. N. Robinson. 

2nd ed. Boston:  Houghton, 1957. Print. 
  
 
 
A multivolume work 
If you are using two or more volumes of a multivolume work, cite the total number of the 
volumes in the work before the publication information. 
  

Example: 
 Lauter, Paul, et al., eds. The Heath Anthology of American Literature. 4th ed. 2 

vols. Boston:  Houghton, 2002. Print. 
  
-  If you are using only one volume of a multivolume work, state the number of the volume you 

are using and give publication information for that volume alone. 
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Example: 
 Doyle, Arthur Conan. The Oxford Sherlock Homes. Ed. Owen Dudley Edwards. Vol. 8. 

New York: New York: Oxford UP, 1993. Print. 
 
  
A book in a series 
If the book you are using is part of a series, include the name of the series and the number of 
the series before the publication information. 
  

Example: 
 Mitchell-Boyask, Robin, ed. Approaches to Teaching the Dramas of uripedes. Approaches 

to Teaching World Lit. 73. New York: MLA, 2002. Print. 
  
 
A book with multiple publishers 
If the title page lists two or more publishers include all of them, in the order given, as part of 
the publication information, putting a semicolon after the name of each but not the last. 
  

Example: 
 Wells, H. G. The Time Machine. London: Dent; Rutland: Tuttle, 1992. Print. 

  
 
A pamphlet 
Treat a pamphlet as you would a book. 
 
 
A government publication 
In general, if you do not know the writer of the document, cite as author the government 
agency that issued it, that is, state the name of the government first, followed by the name of 
the agency. Use an abbreviation if the context makes it clear. 
  

Example: 
 United Nations. Dept. Of Labor. Child Care: A Workforce Issue. Washington: GPO, 1988. 

Print. 
 If you know the author, you may begin the entry with, or if the agency comes first on the title 
page, start with the agency. 
  

Example: 
 Poore, Benjamin Perley, comp. A Descriptive Catalogue of the Government Publications 

of the United Nations, September 5, 1774-March 4, 1981. US 48th Cong., 2nd sess. 
Doc. 67. Washington: GPO, 1885. Print. 

-or- 
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 United States. Cong. A Descriptive Catalogue of the Government Publications of the 
United Nations, September 5, 1774-March 4, 1981. Comp. Benjamin PerleyPoore. 
48th Cong., 2nd Sess. Doc. 67. Washington: GPO, 1885. Print. 

  
 
The published proceedings of a conference 
Treat the published proceedings of a conference like a book, but add pertinent information 
about the conference. 
  

Example: 
 Chang, Steve S., Lily Liaw, and Josef Ruppenhofer, eds. Proceedings of the Twenty-Fifth 

Annual Meeting of the Berkeley Linguistics Society, February 12-15, 1999: General 
Session and Parasession on Loan Word Phenomena. Berkeley: Berkeley Linguistics 
Soc., 2000. Print. 

  
Cite a presentation in the proceedings like a work in a collection of pieces by different authors. 
  

Example: 
 Hualde, Jose Ignacio. “Patterns of Correspondence in the Adaptation of Spanish 

Borrowings in Basque.” Proceedings of the Twenty-Fifth Annual Meeting of 
the Berkeley Linguistics Society, February 12-15, 1999: General Session and 
Parasession on Loan Word Phenomena. Ed. Steve  S. Cahng, Lily Liaw, and Joseph 
Ruppenhofer. Berkeley:  Berkeley Linguistics Soc., 2000. 348-  58. Print. 

  
 
A book without stated publication information or pagination 
When a book does not indicate the publisher, the place of publication, or pagination, supply as 
much of the missing information as you can, using brackets to show that it did not come from 
the source. (New York: U of Gotham P, [2003]. If the date can be only approximated, put it after 
a c. –for circa ‘around’: [c. 1999]. But if you are uncertain of the accuracy of the 
information you supply, add a question mark” *1993?+. Any information on this aspect must be 
put between brackets if it is not found in the source. On the other hand use the following 
abbreviations for information you cannot supply: 
 

n.p. No place of publication 

n.p. No publisher 

n.d. No date of publication 

n.pag. No pagination 

  
Example: 

 Bauer, Johann. Kafka und Prag. [Stuttgart]: Belser, [1961?]. Print. 
 Michelangelo. The Sistine Chapel. [Eng.]: n.p., n.d. n. pag. Print. 
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An unpublished dissertation 
Enclose the title of an unpublished dissertation in quotation marks; do not underline it. Then 
write the descriptive label Diss., (for the master’s thesis, cite MA thesis or MS thesis) and add 
the name of the degree-gaining university, followed by a comma and the year. 
  

Example: 
 Boyle, Anthony T. “The Epistemological Evolution of Renaissance Utopian Literature, 

1516-1657.” Diss. New York U, 1983. Print. 
  
 
A published dissertation 
Cite a published dissertation like a book, but add pertinent dissertation information before the 
publication facts. 
  

Example: 
 Fullerton, Matilda. Women’s Leadership in the Public Schools: Towards a Feminist 

Educational Leadership Model. Diss. Washington State U, 2001. Ann Arbor: UNI, 
2001. Print. 
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Citing articles and other publications in periodicals 

(According to MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th ed.) 

 
The basic entry: An article in a scholarly journal with continuous pagination 
A periodical is a publication that appears regularly at fixed intervals, such as newspapers. 
Magazines, or scholarly journals. A journal usually appears four times a week. 

 Take the author's name from the beginning or the end of the article, reverse the name, 
then put a period after it. 

 State the full title of the article, enclosed in quotation marks, put a period before the 
closing quotation mark. 

 Give the journal title italicized, the volume number, issue number (when available), the 
year of publication in parentheses, a colon, the inclusive page numbers, and a period. 

 In addition to the volume number, the journal's cover or title page may include an issue 
number or a month or season before the year. You may ignore the issue number and 
the month or season if the journal's pages are numbered continuously throughout each 
annual volume. 

 Example: 
 Trumpener, Katie. "Memories Carved in Granite: Great War Memorials and Everyday 

Life." PMLA 115 (2000): 1096-103. Print. 
 
  
  

An article in a newspaper 

 Give the name of the newspaper as it appears on the masthead and omit any 
introductory article: New York Times, and not The New York Times. 

 Give the complete date (day, month, and year). 
 Abbreviate the names of all months except May, June, and July. 
 Do not give the volume and issue numbers even if they are listed. 
 If an edition is named on the masthead, add a comma after the date and specify the 

edition (natl. ed., late ed.). 
 Follow the edition or the date if there is no edition with a colon and the page number or 

numbers. Newspaper articles are usually not printed on consecutive pages- for example, 
an article might begin on page 1, then skip to page 16. For such articles, write only the 
first page number and a plus sign, leaving no intervening space. 

 Example: 
 Hennenberger, Melinda. "The Leonardo Cover-Up." New York Times 21 Apr. 2002, late 

ed., sec. 6: 42+. Print. 
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An article in a magazine 

 To cite a magazine published every week or every two weeks, give the complete date 
followed by a colon and the inclusive page numbers of the article. 

 To cite a magazine published every month or every two months, give the month or 
months and year. 

 If the article is not printed on consecutive pages, write only the first page number and a 
plus sign. 

 Do not give the volume and issue numbers even if they are listed. 

Example: 
 Weintraub, PratapBhanu. "Exploring Myths." New Republic 6 June 1998: 17-19. Print. 
 Paul, Anne Murphy. "Self-Help: Shattering the Myths." Psychology Today Mar.-Apr. 

2001: 60-68. Print. 

 

An article in a scholarly journal that pages each issue separately 
Some journals do not number pages continuously throughout an annual volume but begin each 
issue on page 1. Here, you must include the issue number to identify the source. Add a period 
and the issue number directly after the volume number without any intervening space: 14.2 , 
this signifies volume 14, issue 2. 
  

Example: 
 Smith, Johanna M. "Constructing the Nation: Eighteenth-Century Geographies for 

Children." Mosaic 34.2 (2001): 133-48. Print. 
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Citing miscellaneous print and nonprint sources 

 

(According to MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 6th ed.) 

 

A film or video recording 

 A film entry usually begins with the title, italicized, and includes the director, the 
distributor, and the year of release. 

 You may include other data that seem pertinent such as the names of the writer, 
performers, and producer between the title and the producer. 

 If you are citing the contribution of a particular individual, begin with the person’s 
name. 

 Cite a videocassette, DVD (digital videodisc), laser disc, slide program, or filmstrip like a 
film, but include the original release date before the name of the distributor, but include 
the medium at the end. 

 Example: 
 Like Water for Chocolate. Screenplay by Laura Esquivel. Dir. Alfonso Arau. Perf. Lumi 

Cavazos, Marco Lombardi, and Regina Torne. Miramax, 1993. Film. 
 Chaplin, Charlie, dir. Modern Times. Perf. Chaplin and Paulette Goddard. United Artists, 

1936. Film. 
 

 It’s a Wonderful Life. Dir. Frank Capra. Perf. James Stewart, Donna Reed, Lionel 
Barrymore, and Thomas Mitchell. 1946. Republic, 2001. DVD. 

 
  

 
A map or a chart 
In general treat the map or chart like an anonymous book, but add the appropriate descriptive 
label (map , chart) at the end. 
  

Example: 
 Michigan. Chicago: Rand, 2000. Map. 
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An interview 
There are three kinds of interviews: 

1. Published or recorded interviews. If the interview is part of a publication, recording, or a 
program, begin with the name of the person interviewed, enclose the title of the interview 
in quotation marks. If the interview was published independently, underline the title. If the 
interview is untitled, use the word Interview. The interviewer's name may be added if 
known and pertinent to your paper. 

 Example: 
 Fellini, Federico. "The Long Interview." Juliet of the Spirits. Ed. Tulliokezich. Trans. 

Howard Greenfield. New York: Ballantine, 1966. 17-64.  
 Breslin, Jimmy. Interview with Neal Conan. Talk of the Nation. Natl. Public Radio. 

WBUR, Boston. 26 Mar, 2002. 
 

2. Interviews broadcast on television or radio 

  Example: 
 Wolfe, Tom. Interveiw. The Wrong Stuff: American Architecture. Dir. Tom Bettag. 

Videocassette. Carousel, 1983. 
  

3. Interviews conducted by the researcher 

 Example: 
 Pei, I. M. Personal Interview. 22 July 1993. 
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Citing electronic publications 

 (According to MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th ed.) 

 
 The basic entry: a document from an internet site 

 Cite author's name (reversed). 
 Title of the document (enclosed in quotation marks, unless it is an online book). 
 Information about print publication (If available). 
 Information about electronic publication: includes title of the site (italicized), the date of 

electronic publication or the latest update, and the name of any institution or 
organization that sponsors the site. 

 Medium is included. 
 Access information: the date assigned to the document, the date of access, URL 

(uniform resource locator). Give the URL immediately following the date of access in 
angle brackets. 

  
Example: 

 "Frescoe Painting." Encylopaedia Britannica Online. 2002. Encylopaedia Britannica. Web. 
8 May 2002 <http://search.eb.com/>. 

 Tolson, Nancy. "Making Books Available: The Role of Early Libraries, Librarians, and 
Booksellers in the Promotion of African American Children's Literature." African 
American Review 32 (1998): 9-16. JSTOR. Web. 1 Oct. 2002 
<http://www.jstor.org/search>. 

  
 
 

An entire internet site 
 Cite the title of the site italicized. 
 Name of the editor of the site if given. 
 Electronic publication information. 
 Date of access and URL. 

 Example: 
 History Channel.com. 2002. History Channel. Web. 14 May 2002 

<http://historychannel.com/>. 
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